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As the end of the year draws to a close and a new year begins it gives us the perfect
opportunity to reflect on our successes to date and what we hope to achieve in the very
near future. When putting together this newsletter we have been able to do just that and
are so very proud of all we have achieved together in 2018.
It has been such a busy term and an incredibly successful one too. This newsletter captures
only a few of the many highlights and opportunities that our pupils have here at the
academy. I am sure you will have seen from our Twitter feed and our website how much
our pupils enjoy learning and how they are encouraged to demonstrate our values and
those of the Trust in all they seek to achieve.
As the holidays approach, I do wish both you and your families a safe and happy time
together. May I remind you that our website contains a range of useful information for you
and your child, should you require any further support whilst the academy is closed. We
reopen again on Monday 7th January and may I take this opportunity to remind you of the
importance of ensuring that your child attends every day, ready for learning. Free
breakfast is served everyday for all our learners to enjoy and is available from 8am along
with our extra-curricular programme which runs before school, at lunch and after school.
I am positive that 2019 will be a very happy and successful year for our academy. Thank
you for working in partnership with us to encourage your child everyday. May I wish you a
very Happy Christmas from Mrs Rebecca Smith.

We became Co-op
Academy North Manchester

As you know, we became part of Co-op

After joining the Trust we have continued to

Academies Trust in March 2016 and this

see significant improvements in all areas of

September we officially became Co-op

performance. We’re now regarded as one of

Academy North Manchester!

Manchester’s most improved academies, and

Our local governing body chose the new
name following extensive research and
approval by the Co-op Academies Trust
Board.
“We know from the research carried out by
the Co-op that this is a strong name. It not
only celebrates that we are part of an
outstanding Trust that is underpinned by
co-operative principles and values, but this
name also roots us in the community of

also reached the finals for ‘Secondary
School of the Year’ in the 2017 M.E.N.
School Awards.
Frank Norris, Director of Co-op Academies
Trust said, “All of our academies have Co-op
as part of their identity. It’s a sign of their
commitment to the co-operative values that
we live and work by and makes clear the
good link we have with the Co-op business.”
Co-op Academies Trust is one of the highest

North Manchester that we have been proud performing multi-academy trusts nationally
to be a part of over many generations.”
-Principal, Mrs R. Smith

and we are delighted to be a part of it.

Library launch with author Hayley Barker
We launched our brand new library on November 16th with a special visit from author Hayley
Barker. Hayley is the author of ‘Show Stopper’, a dystopian fantasy which inspired various
workshops that our pupils took part in throughout the day.
Hayley read part of her novel to
our pupils and this sparked
discussions relating to the
very relevant social themes that
the book depicts. The sessions
helped pupils prepare to write
their own dystopian fiction in line
with the scheme of learning they
are currently studying. They
began to create their
own protagonists, settings and
first paragraphs.
The resulting pieces of work are
going on display in the English
corridor, so do keep a look out
for these. Our pupils enjoyed all
of the workshops and Hayley also
stated that she had ‘a wonderful
time.’ Look out for Hayley’s books in the library and please do complete a review for other
learners to read.

Say hello to our new senior prefects
This term we said hello to our new senior prefects and our prefects team. Our prefects are
pupils who are fantastic role models for their fellow peers and are examples of cooperative,
respectful and committed young people. The prefects team are part of our student leadership
team who work positively to bring about change and to ensure all pupils have a voice. In
addition to our prefects we also have anti-bullying ambassadors, peer mentors, mental health
ambassadors and
sports leaders who
are on hand everyday
to provide additional
support to all pupils
across each year
group. It is fantastic
to have such a
supportive student
voice in school.

Year 11 Class of 2018 Celebration Evening
Our Year 11 Class of 2018 Celebration was held on November 29th and we had a wonderful
evening!
We were delighted to be joined by many of our Class of 2018 and their families to receive a
variety of achievement awards, to celebrate their successes and to catch up with fellow students
and staff.
Both our Head Girl and Director of the Trust, Frank Norris, gave inspiring speeches
that brought both tears and laughter to the occasion and reminded us of the importance of
learning, reading and taking our Trust values into the communities which we live. Thank you to
those who joined us for a fantastic evening.

Five-a-day with Frank Norris
Every day, the Principal meets with five students who have been nominated by their year team.
Some of our five-a-dayers had an extra surprise as they were joined for breakfast by Frank
Norris, Director of the Trust.
He was very impressed by
their enthusiasm for learning
and the great example they
are setting around the
academy.
Our Five-a-day are the
pupils who consistently work
hard to live by our values of
respect, commitment and
trust. These pupils are invited for breakfast with our Principal and receive postcards home to
thank them for their positive contributions around the academy. The breakfast always ends with
our pupils passing on their thanks to staff members. It is a great way to start the day and well
done to all nominated pupils!

We won a Silver Award from Healthy Schools!
We are extremely proud to have won the Silver Award from Healthy
Schools Manchester, recognising all the work that we do to promote
health and wellbeing for all across the academy. The team at Healthy
Schools Manchester has worked in partnership with Co-op Academy
North Manchester on a variety of projects which have highlighted our
passion about creating a healthier learning environment for all and our
dedication to educating pupils on the importance to lead healthy lives by
taking care of their mental and physical health.

Young Leaders Programme with
Manchester Active
Our pupils have been provided another fantastic opportunity to complete a Level 1 leadership
qualification, due to our partnership with Manchester Active. 12 pupils completed a 3 day
course over the October half term covering theoretical and practical tasks to help them become
successful leaders in the making. It was fantastic to receive such positive feedback from the Active
Communities Network stating, “Your students were polite, respectful and helpful throughout the course
and represented themselves very well. The tutor who assessed
them on the final day actually said this was one of the best and
“Your students were
most able cohorts he had assessed in the past 2 years and they
polite, respectful and
all very much supported each other during their individual final
assessments, which was great to see and hear!”
helpful throughout the
It’s wonderful to see our pupils keen to get qualified so that
they’re able to give back to the community. In February half
term they’ll be working with Manchester Active offering a
coaching camp at Sports City as well as delivering other
primary events and competitions at the academy
throughout the year.

course and represented
themselves very well.”

Kaynat, a pupil who engaged in the course, found the
opportunity very rewarding saying, “This was a fantastic
opportunity for me to develop my confidence in leadership,
providing me with the necessary skills to lead small groups. I
have learnt lots of drills and practices that I am keen to use with
my peers and primary pupils. I am grateful to have been
selected to take part in this Level 1 sports leadership award and hope to develop it further.”

WIRED Next Generation 2018
It was fantastic to have 10 of our pupils receive the opportunity to attend WIRED Next
Generation ‘Girls in Tech’ event one Saturday in November. Taking place at London’s Tate
Modern, the one-day festival focused on helping students develop skills in emerging digital
trends. The girls took part in a series of workshops and talks encouraging them on how best to
apply their own influence in today’s fast-paced digital world.
Co-op Academy North Manchester’s strong connection with the Digital Skills Network enabled
this possibility for our pupils, being the only school in Manchester selected to take part. With
support from Ocean
Outdoor UK and the
City Council, the pupils
had a fantastic day
visiting London’s major
tourist spots and
witnessing talks from
Epic Games developer
Sjoerd De Jong and
female rights campaigner
Amika George.
The day focussed on
empowering young
people on their ability to
influence tomorrow’s
society. Compelling
discussions around
Science, Technology, Business and Politics were had to inspire students on how to shape their
own future. It is great to see such meaningful experiences presented for our pupils.

Parent and Carer Forums
It was wonderful to welcome parents/carers into our academy to attend two of our November
forums. Hosted in our newly refurbished library, parents were given the opportunity to tour our
new facilities, meet some of our anti-bullying ambassadors and hear more about their important
role within the academy. We discussed communications’ ‘next steps’ and showcased our newly
designed Head of Year contact cards. It was great to receive positive feedback on the cards and
we are very excited to send these out to parents early in the new year.
Thank you to our parents, carers and wonderful anti-bullying ambassadors for your dedication
and supportive voice!

Our Mental Health Ambassadors
get fundraising
Our mental health ambassadors have
been raising money with a bake sale for
Manchester Mind, a local mental
health charity.
The mental health ambassadors group is
a new initiative this year brought about
due to our work with Greater
Manchester Health and Wellbeing
Project. Concentrating on raising
awareness of positive mental health
through sport, as well as developing a
peer drop-in for pupils and an information morning for parents/carers, our pupils have been busy
raising awareness of mental health across the academy.

Envision at the Etihad
Our School Council visited the Etihad on October 12th to join the Community Apprentice
Launch with Envision.
The programme is an inter-school competition helping to develop pupils’ skills and qualities that
are most valued by employers. By securing funding from Envision, Co-op Academies Trust is
engaging in regenerating our communities through social action. Our pupils became Community
Apprenticeship
Leaders and took
part in activities
to get them
thinking about
how they can
become more
socially active
pupils.
The Trust’s
Director, Frank
Norris, spent the
day with our
pupils and was
thrilled to see
how enthusiastic and engaged our pupils were. The project builds on our community active
projects which our Year 9 students set up last year. We cannot wait to see our pupils’ ideas in
action and them raising awareness of important issues both in our school and beyond.

Inter-form success for Year 7
Our Year 7 pupils have had a wonderful first term and have had many different experiences both
inside and outside of school. It has been great to see our pupils enjoying a range of inter-form
competitions from pumpkin carving, to cake decorating and even a talent contest.
The competitions have enabled the Year 7’s to develop their creativity, learn new skills,
demonstrate their talents and get to know each other better. We cannot wait to see which form
comes out victorious at the end of the year!

Parental Sessions
We held a ‘Help your child revise’ evening for Year
10 and 11 pupils and parents/carers on November
8th. This was in response to parental request for
extra support on how to help their child prepare
for examinations. Our staff put on workshops
covering a range of curriculum areas and
techniques that will best help pre-examination
preparation.
The event commenced at 5.45pm with
refreshments and senior staff introductions,
followed by a selection of 25 minute workshops. Feedback from the event was very positive
once again and we plan to re-run the sessions again next term. Don’t forget that you can find out
more about the curriculum on our website. We also held a parental information session on
‘mental health– how to support your child’. This session was run by our pupils, ambassadors and
our educational psychologist. This will be re-run next term due to the successful discussion that
took place.

Success for our Language Leaders
Language Leaders has launched in Co-op Academy North Manchester and has been a wonderful
success. A large number of our Year 10 and 11’s have taken part with enthusiastic, caring and
helpful attitudes towards their fellow students.
Meeting every lunch time at our EAL reading club, our Language Leaders are supporting fellow
students by helping them to develop their English through a range of fun and effective activities.
Our staff are very impressed and inspired by our students’ encouragement and support for their
peers.
In addition to lunchtime activities, we have also been pairing EAL pupils with a ‘buddy’ who can
help provide additional guidance in settling
into school as we aim to make all pupils
feel comfortable and happy. Our Language
Leaders have been highly professional in
their introductions and help given to
students who may have recently joined our
academy, who wish to improve their
English or even learn a new language.
It is wonderful to see such positive student
leadership at school and strong
demonstrations of our values in action!

Fantastic win for our girls football team!
We are pleased to share the success of our girls football team who played their first match
against Middleton Technology School on Thursday 22nd November and won 4-3!
They were excellent throughout the game and played with skill and
determination. Despite being down 3-2 at one point, they never gave
up and we are very proud of the teams hard work.
Great work girls!

Armistice Day 2018
The academy marked Armistice day by planting Poppy beds to commemorate soldiers lost in
Britain's First World War. A group of our Year 8 student council spent time planting poppy buds
and positioning homemade felt poppies in the soil. This proceeded a touching remembrance
service led by Reverend Eddie Roberts which our Year 7 pupils engaged in, along with a two
minute silence. Our Head Girl shared her own tribute with the school:
‘With this year marking the 100th anniversary of the First World War, I felt it was of great
importance to honour my late Grandad and his role in the Army Cadet Force. Recently, I visited
France as one out of a thousand cadets, as part of a battle armistice. I had the opportunity to
visit the French grave yards in Longueval. Out of the four grave yards we saw, there had over
5000 grave stones of boys and
men who sacrificed their lives
in WW1, a vast number of
them being unknown. I couldn't
help but feel extremely
saddened at the great
significance WW1 had on
many peoples’ lives and it really
affected me personally, with
my grandad having fought in
WW2. After visiting such a
beautiful place I know its past
will stay with me forever, along
with all the names of the
soldiers I had seen, especially
of those who had come locally
from the place we call
Manchester.’

We won ‘the most effective school council’ award!
We are incredibly proud to have won the ‘most effective student council’ award at the
Manchester Youth Buzz Awards, due to the
excellent work of our student leadership.
“Their work makes a real difference in our academy every
day & we are proud that our pupils lead initiatives &
galvanise positive change. Well done on winning!”
-Principal, Mrs R. Smith
Thank you to our student council. We are delighted
to see your continuous efforts recognised and we
look forward to seeing many more positive
campaigns for change this year!

STEM in Action
It was an exciting day across our Academy on November 9th with over 600 pupils experiencing
‘STEM in Action’. In light of 2018 being the Year of Engineering in the UK, a variety of
organisations visited the academy to deliver hands-on workshops and talk to students about the
importance of STEM across our daily lives. Standing for Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics, STEM pervades everyday life and a STEM education is one that can lead pupils on
to a very successful future.
With the current STEM skills shortage currently in the UK, it is apparent that these vacancies are
hard to fill and the core root of this gap starts with education. Therefore, it was wonderful to
see the pupils enjoying the activities that were delivered by ENGIE, Bureau Veritas, AND Digital,
Royal Academy of Engineering, Energy Quest, Tech North Advocates and Thales. Compelling
discussions around Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics were had to inspire
students’ on how to shape their own potential
STEM futures.
We received lots of positive feedback from our
visitors who said the students are a real credit to
the academy and have even asked to be invited
back! Maths Teacher, Dr Chiwne Njoku, said that
“with the hundreds of bright futures in our academy,
there's no
telling how far
they will go in
closing the STEM skills shortage gap in the UK. I was absolutely
delighted to see how our students engaged with our STEM day
workshops and ambassadors, and I look forward to seeing where
these experiences will take them.”
Thank you to our partners and students for a wonderful
day. It’s great to see our pupils enjoying their learning!

STEM Challenge with Siemens Rail Automation
A group of our Year 10 students also had the chance to visit the Siemens Rail Automation
department. They spent the afternoon learning about the different aspects of engineering
involved in our railway system and how technology is integrated. It was a fantastic opportunity
for them to see the wider application of STEM in the real world.

Interfaith Trip
Thirty of our Year 7 and 8 pupils received the wonderful opportunity to attend an interfaith trip
on November 14th.
During the day they visited The Buddhist Centre where they learnt about meditation and
'Going for Refuge', both of which are important elements of Buddhism. Our students also
explored the centre's art and artefacts and even met an ordained Monk named Aramadaya.
Next visited was the Muslim Youth Foundation where pupils
explored the Mosque, learnt about the beliefs of Islam and even
met with the Imam who is an important source of authority and
wisdom for Muslims.
Our 3rd stop was Manchester Cathedral where our students
explored the magnificent architecture and stained glass
windows. They learnt about the history of the building and
witnessed a Christian service taking place. Our pupils discussed
the Gothic Medieval structure of the Cathedral and showed
particular interest in the Gargoyles.
It was a great day for our pupils and it was lovely to see their
interest and the respect they have for others demonstrated throughout the day!

Our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors
visit author Alan Gibbons
Our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors
received the wonderful opportunity to
visit Manchester Central Library and
meet award-winning author, Alan
Gibbons.
The children’s author gave an inspiring
and encouraging talk in light of
Anti-Bullying week and covered many
heartfelt topics with delicacy and
humour.
Our ambassadors had a great time and
made the most of this opportunity by
sharing their experiences during
assemblies to the whole school.

Into University Workshops
It is fantastic to have Into University officially up and running within the academy.
Into University provide mentoring and additional support to encourage pupils’ aspirations. Having
started out as a homework club in 2002, they
now have 27 learning centres across the UK,
one of which is located in our academy!
Workshops have begun for all year groups and
our Year 11's have been offered advice with
preparing for college applications. They
participated in discussions on how to make the
most out of work experience and the best way
to sell yourself during the application process.
They have also been developing their
communications skills with interview-like setups.

Our GCSE Geographers venture to Salford Quays
Our GCSE Geographers recently got the chance to conduct a Human Fieldwork Enquiry in
Salford Quays! They sought to understand whether the regeneration of Salford Quays has been
successful. Pupils completed their research across 4 major spots including The Lowry Theatre,
Detroit Bridge, Media City and The Imperial War Museum. Spending time exploring each site,
our pupils’ data collection involved photographing each
landscape before taking notes regarding its characteristics.
“I enjoyed the
They further conducted environmental survey’s to establish
how clean, attractive, safe and close to transport links the
atmosphere where we
sites were. The aim of the trip was to answer one key
question; Has regeneration improved environmental quality and
could learn and have
leisure opportunities?

fun at the same time.”

Our Geographers had a fantastic day and really enjoyed
visiting the sites whilst getting to learn more about the history and development of Salford
Quays. Many of our pupils were fascinated by the wealth of job opportunities available at Media
City and one student commented that they only wished the trip could have been
longer: “I enjoyed the
atmosphere where we
could learn and have fun
at the same time.”
We are delighted to
see pupils making the
most
of opportunities on
offer within the
academy.

Digital Leaders is showing great iDeas!
Our Digital Leaders numbers have increased exponentially over this half term. This
extra-curricular programme is a fantastic opportunity for pupils from Year 7-10 to develop their
digital skills.
We are currently running the iDea Challenge. The Duke of York Inspiring Digital Enterprise
Award (iDea) is an international programme aiming to address the digital skills gap. iDEA helps
you develop enterprise and
employability skills for free
through a series of online
challenges. You can win
career-enhancing badges,
unlock new opportunities
and ultimately gain industry
recognised awards that help
you stand out from the
crowd!
Can you receive your
certificate from Buckingham
Palace?

ADA Lovelace Day with Digital Her
There have always been amazing women in STEM, but the problem is… we need more! Some of
our Year 8 girls spent Ada Lovelace Day at the Science and Industry Museum learning about
STEM careers with Digital Her.
Over 100 Year 8 girls from across Manchester were introduced to 40 real-life role models –
‘inspirational women who, by already working in the tech sector, are paving the way for the next
generation to follow them.’
Digital Her provide support, opportunities and guidance to encourage a new generation of women into our industry.
They got to meet lots of female
role models including software
engineers, marketing advisors
and policy writers. They left
feeling inspired and ready to
change the world. We are so
grateful for yet another great
opportunity for our pupils! This
coming team we are also starting
a Digital Club aimed at Girls
within the academy– watch this space!

TeenTech at Manchester University
Ten of our Year 9 students paid a visit to Manchester University on November 28th to partake
in a TeenTech Event! We were given the chance to join 30 Greater Manchester schools at the
large scale regional event and be inspired by leading employers in the science, technology and
engineering sectors.
Throughout the day they took part in numerous activities and
challenges. We had amazing success, including a certificate for
designing the best gadget – a smart wardrobe that helps you
choose your outfit based on your plans that day!
One of our pupils even won high-tech headphones for getting
the most correct answers in the shortest amount of
time during a KPMG quiz. He was in competition with over 400
other students at the event!
We are very proud of how wonderfully our pupils represented
the academy and were pleased to hear reports of their
impeccable behaviour on the day.

World AIDS Day 2018
In light of #WorldAidsDay on December 1st we had a bake sale in the academy and sold red
ribbons around the school to help raise funds for George House Trust. It was wonderful to
have a visitor from George House Trust with us to share his story with our pupils and help raise
further awareness of this important cause which we have been supporting now for several years.

A day at the BBC Studios
BBC Education invited some of our pupils to spend the day at their studios to see how they use
STEM. It was a great opportunity for pupils to see real examples of where a career in STEM
could take them.
They got the chance to give a weather forecast as part of the day and adopt a greater
understanding into the variety of STEM careers.
A great trip bringing learning to life.

Designing the perfect University with
Manchester Higher
As part of our work with Greater
Manchester Higher, Year 9 have been
designing their perfect university with
Inspirational Learning.
They worked in teams to draw out a plan
of what they think a university needs. They
also created a perfect student to go to
their perfect University.
Their designs were presented to the rest
of the groups, explaining their ideas and
why their University was the best!

Rise Voice Vote 2018
In celebration of 2018’s Parliament Week, 15 of our GCSE pupils received a fantastic
opportunity to visit The Pankhurst Centre in support of #RiseVoiceVote with Some Women
UK.
Rise, Voice, Vote is a youth engagement project connecting young people aged 12-19 with the
history of suffrage. Our pupils were able to visit the birthplace of the Suffragette movement and
home of Emmeline Pankhurst! They were
given resources and tools to
help develop their own effective campaigns
and look at the role of women in politics
through the years.
Our pupils then joined 130 young people on
November 29th at The People’s History
Museum to develop their campaigns further.
They utilised both traditional and modern
tools including social media, videos, online
petitions and vox pops. They even received
the opportunity to speak to a local MP via a video
conference!
It was wonderful to be a part of this project
and celebrate 100 years since the Suffragette
movement secured the vote for UK women.
“I had a great day. It was so inspiring to see the students
developing their Citizenship knowledge and advocacy skills. I
was thoroughly impressed with their attitudes. They worked
great in their teams and represented the high standards
that we have at Co-op Academy North Manchester.” -Mrs Simms, Head of Citizenship and R.E

Northern Chamber Orchestra visits our Music
Department
It was fantastic to have The Northern Chamber Orchestra
visiting our Music Department to run workshops with our
pupils! We were very proud to see our talented young
people learning together & developing their skills of
improvisation and composition. We are thrilled to have
creativity & the arts at the heart of this curriculum
experience. In addition, Mike Gary, a local poet also
collaborated with the group. This culminated in the
creation of a unique piece which pupils will have the
opportunity to perform in the very near future.

EAL lunch club festivities
Here at Co-op Academy North Manchester we pride ourselves on having a very multilingual,
diverse and culturally rich community within the school. With Christmas fast approaching, it was
wonderful to see our students enjoying the festivities with some arts and crafts. We decorated
our EAL classroom and designed baubles reading ‘Merry Christmas’ in each pupils language. We
are thrilled to have the EAL
lunch club numbers souring lately
and our Language Leaders have
been fantastic in supporting
fellow peers with their English
through reading, games and
various fun activities!

‘Jingle all the way’
We were delighted to attend Whitemoss Youth and Community Centre’s Christmas themed tea
party on December 7th! It was a wonderful afternoon filled with festive fun, singing and bingo to
help raise funds for the centre. We were very proud of our Year 9 girls choir who sang at the
event and it was great to enjoy a slice of cake and tea with members of our community.
Our Year 9’s were wonderful and a huge credit to all of us
at the academy. They also sang at the Co-operative
Group’s head office and our annual Pensioner’s Christmas
Party held on December 13th. Well done to our choir for
being excellent ambassadors that always show caring,
reliable and enthusiastic attitudes. We are thrilled to see
the positive influence our Music Department has provided
for many of our students. For those celebrating, we wish
you a very Merry Christmas and look forward to see you
back on January 7th after a restful break.

Goodbye and Good luck!
This term, the academy says goodbye to three long term member of staff- Mr Munby, Mrs
Brandariz-Jones and Mrs O’Brien. We are truly grateful for all your many contributions over the
years and wish you every success for the future.

Do what matters most
Be yourself, always
Show you care
Succeed together

northmanchester.coopacademies.co.uk
enquiries@mcmacademy.coop
0161 681 1592
300 Victoria Avenue East Blackley, Manchester, M9 7SS

