
History Department Curriculum Share 

Year 8 

Useful materials / revision guides / study aids to support your child at home:- 

There are many KS3 History revision guides available to support students with the key 

historical skills required to be successful. One is provided by Collins and is there ‘All-in-one 

Revision and Practice’ guide. 

List of resources in the academy available to borrow from our Library:- 

‘Aztecs and Incas’ – Penny Bateman, ‘Technology of War’ – Robin Cross, ‘The Terrible 

Tudors’ – Terry Deary, ‘Slimy Stuarts’ – Terry Deary. 

Students are assessed:- 

Through the completion of a number of enquiry questions they answer following a series 

of lessons in which they study the period/event in question. These extended pieces of 

writing illustrate the students conceptual thinking, ability to use evidence, ability to 

communicate their ideas through writing and their ability to be original when forming 

conclusions. 

Homework help and advice available from:- 

The History department at lunch on Thursday at 3.00pm in 1B13. 

Useful apps and website to support this stage of learning:- 

Spartacus-educational.com – Includes detailed descriptions of key people and events 

followed by primary source material at the end of the article. 

bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history – Includes simple detail about key events and 

people and factual tests. 

Schools history.co.uk/games/ - Includes games which centre on History quizzes to test 

students knowledge. 

My child is struggling – what can I do? 

Help your child to reach conclusions by discussing their current enquiry answer and give 

them your opinion on the topic. Test them on key dates, people, places, events using the 

revision quizzes he/she is given.  Read around the topics/events with him/her.  

My child loves this subject – what else can they do? 

Attend ‘History Club’ on Tuesday lunchtime in 1W14. 

Read as much as they can around the topics they are interested in – knowledge is key. 

The History team recommend going to:- 

The Imperial War Museum, Salford Quays – The main exhibition focuses on the impact of 

the First World War on Britain which is an important topic in the following year. 

Watch ‘Horrible Histories’ clips on the Tudors or English Civil War which focus on key 

themes such as religion, power and kingship. 

 



Half –Term planner 2017-8 

Sept-Oct Oct-Dec 

Topics studied: 

The Spanish Conquest 

of the Aztecs 

 

Key Vocabulary:  

New World, Mexica, 

Aztecs, Conquest, 

Culture, Tribute, 

Technology, 

Exploration. 

Topics studied: 

The Tudors 

Key Vocabulary: 

Religion, Dynasty, 

Persecution, 

Warfare, Successor, 

Morale, Subjects, 

Foreign Relations. 

Activities and ways to help at home: Read around 

the Spanish conquest of the new world. Look at a 

map of the world and plot the voyages of the 

explorers.  

Activities and ways to help at home: Read around 

the Tudor dynasty. Create a Tudor family tree as a 

way of understanding the relationships between 

Henry VIII’s children. 

Jan-Feb Feb-Mar 

Topics and texts 

studied:  

The English Civil War 

 

Key Vocabulary:  

Tyranny, Parliament, 

Tax, Catholic, 

Protestant, Puritan, 

Roundheads, 

Cavaliers, Royalists, 

Divine Right of 

Kings. 

Topics and texts 

studied:  

History of Warfare 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Trenches, Attrition, 

Blitzkrieg, Panzer, 

Communication, 

Guerrilla Warfare, 

Vietcong, Napalm, 

Agent Orange, IED, 

Drone. 

Activities and ways to help at home: Read around 

the English Civil war with a focus on the causes. 

Consider the powers the Queen has today 

compared to the power Charles I had in 1642. 

Activities and ways to help at home: Read around 

the way the major wars of the 20th Century were 

fought. Research the reasons why warfare changed 

so much during the 20th Century. 

Apr-May Jun-July 

Topics and texts 

studied: 

The Civil Rights 

Movement 

 

Key Vocabulary:  

Civil Rights, Equality, 

Race, Supremacists, 

Boycott, Protest, 

Sermon, Militant, 

Pacifist. 

Topics and texts 

studied: 

Revision 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Revision, Skills, 

Explanation, 

Analysis. 

Activities and ways to help at home: Read about the 

key members of the Civil Rights Movement – 

Muhammd Ali, Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King, 

Malcolm X. Watch interviews with key figures. 

Activities and ways to help at home: Ensure students 

split their time effectively between revising the 

different topics which will be the focus of their end 

of year exam. 



 


