
Dance Department Curriculum Share 

Year 8 

The units students follow: 

Thriller  

Christopher Bruce’s Hurricane 

Lindy Hop 

 

Useful course materials / revision guides / study aids to support your child at home: 

YouTube to watch performances/video links 

Rehearsal at home. 

List of resources in the academy available to borrow from our Library: 

A selection of dance and theatre related books that will help with the theoretical 

elements.  

Books on the 1980’s, 1930’s and Ruben Hurricane Carter 

Students are assessed by: 

Live performance assessed in class. 

Written tests. 

Practical and theoretical elements. 

Learners study 3 areas over the year: Thriller (modern dance), Lindy Hop (Historical 

dance) and Hurricane (Contemporary Dance) 

They have dance once every 2 weeks. Learners also have a written booklet in which they 

complete progress tasks, self-assessments and key words. 

Homework help and advice available from: 

Mrs Brandariz Jones in 3da 

or email JBrandariz@mcmacademy.com  

 

Useful apps and website to support this stage of learning:- 

www.youtube.com 

www.rambert.com 

 

 

 

mailto:JBrandariz@mcmacademy.com
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.rambert.com/


My child is struggling – what can I do? 

Learners can speak to Mrs Brandariz Jones in 3da. Joining dance club will also help 

learners to gain new dance styles and performance skills. 

 

My child loves this subject – what else can they do? 

Dance company classes are on a Tuesday lunch and contemporary dance is on a 

Monday 3-4pm. This session is useful for developing core technique. There are also many 

local dance schools in the area. Please ask your dance teacher for more information. 

 

The Dance team recommend going to see/do:- 

Rambert at The Lowry  

Matthew Bourne’s at The Lowry  

Joining an out of school dance class. 

Visiting any theatre to get an idea of how they work. 

 

Half –Term planner 2017-18 

Sept-Oct Oct-Dec 

Topics and texts 

studied: 

Michael Jackson’s 

Thriller 

Key Vocabulary / 

games to play: 

 

Performance  

Rehearsal 

Expression 

Character 

Dance Skills 

Repertoire 

Topics and texts 

studied: 

Michael Jackson’s 

Thriller 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Performance  

Rehearsal 

Expression 

Character 

Dance Skills 

Repertoire 

Assessment 

Feedback 

Activities and ways to help at home:  

Watch learner’s performances and give 

them feedback on how it looks. 

Help learners to develop a character. 

 

 

Activities and ways to help at home: 

Watch learner’s performances and give 

them feedback on how it looks. 

Help learners to develop a character. 

 

Jan-Feb Feb-Mar 



Topics and texts 

studied: 

Hurricane 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

 

Boxer 

Contemporary 

Accusation 

Racism 

Extension 

Connection 

 

Topics and texts 

studied: 

Hurricane 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

 

Boxer 

Contemporary 

Accusation 

Racism 

Extension 

Connection 

Solo 

Unison 

Choreography 

 

Activities and ways to help at home: 

Watch learner’s performances and give 

them feedback on how it looks (they need 

to stretch more, be more emotional etc.) 

Help to film they dance so they can watch 

themselves back and make corrections. 

Research Ruben ‘Hurricane’ Carter 

Activities and ways to help at home:  

Watch learner’s performances and give 

them feedback on how it looks (they need 

to stretch more, be more emotional etc.) 

Help to film they dance so they can watch 

themselves back and make corrections. 

 

Apr-May Jun-July 

Topics and texts 

studied: 

Lindy Hop 

Key Vocabulary: 

Duo 

Performance 

Energy 

Lifts 

Actions 

Topics and texts 

studied: 

Lindy Hop 

Key Vocabulary: 

Duo 

Performance 

Energy 

Lifts 

Actions 

Choreography 

 

Activities and ways to help at home: 

Watch learner’s performances and give 

them feedback on how it looks. 

Research Lindy Hop to understand the 

topic. 

 

Activities and ways to help at home: 

Watch learner’s performances and give 

them feedback on how it looks. 

Practice facial and body expressions. 

 

 

 



 


