
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22 February 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support so far during this time.  Whilst 

we are really pleased with the feedback on our remote learning offer and for the excellent behaviours and 

attitudes of those pupils currently attending the academy, we are very much looking forward to welcoming your 

child/ren back to the academy in March. 

 

Following the Prime Minister’s announcement, we will be open from the 8th of March and have a staggered 

return to school for all pupils from this date. As you will no doubt have heard and read, the plan is to resume 

face to face learning for all pupils beginning from Monday 8th of March however, the first step is the testing of 

all pupils as we re-open. 

 

Please be assured we have comprehensive plans in place to ensure that the return of all pupils will be done 

safely; testing is a large part of making the return as safe as possible and it is also key to reducing the 

disruption of self isolation for the rest of term. We have an excellent tried and tested testing centre located in 

our Sports Hall and your child will be invited in on a designated day for testing before joining school the 

following day. 

 

I would encourage you to re-read previous information around our testing site and protocols to reassure 

yourselves of the approaches we have taken and the way we have set this up so that we can ensure the 

process is respectful, dignified and takes into consideration the needs of all pupils. Pupils will be tested three 

times over the course of the opening weeks however, once they have had their initial test and negative result, 

they will be able to join their year group in school the following day. Pupils will be given an hourly slot to attend 

on the day of their year group’s test so that there is minimum waiting time and a decreased chance of large 

groups on site. If you have yet to provide consent for your child to be tested, then please use the link below to 

do so. Please note that unless consent is provided for each step of the form, we will be unable to register and 

complete a test. If you have already completed the consent form for your child/ren there is no need for you to re-

submit your response, however, the form still requires completion even if you do not consent for record 

purposes only. The Privacy Notice mentioned on the google form is attached for your information. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfTFC_2zrFv8hEwhyZWr96UW5_gl_AhMEJTB0-

dQdx4dk346Q/viewform?usp=sf_link  

 

With this in mind and with our commitment to the safety and wellbeing of all in the academy, we intend to bring 

pupils back by year group and into their previous bubbles and zones. Pupils will be required to wear face 

coverings sometimes in some spaces, on corridors at all times and to follow all social distancing rules in place 

in school. This includes their travel to and from the academy so if we could ask that you spend some time 

talking and ‘walking’ your child/ren through the expectations then we can be working together to ensure all of 

our pupils and staff feel as happy and successful as possible as we all come back together.  

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfTFC_2zrFv8hEwhyZWr96UW5_gl_AhMEJTB0-dQdx4dk346Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
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During this time, we must also do all we can to reduce transmission and follow the government guidance on 

social distancing. For example, please remind your child/ren that all pupils should make their way directly to 

and from the academy and not mix socially on their way. We understand that some pupils will be very excited 

to see their friends and it is natural to want to spend time with them, however, in the interests of safety, we 

would ask that we all do everything we can to ensure that pupils understand what is expected of them.  We 

also understand that there may be some anxiety about returning to school and in terms of both safe socialising 

and wellbeing, we have also planned some adjustments to our curriculum so that pupils can come back and 

enjoy spending time together. We are including some activities which will enable them to socialise, have fun 

and increase their confidence and self esteem. Staff are looking forward to welcoming your child/ren - and in 

the same ways they have worked hard to connect with you and your family and ensure the smooth running of 

the academy during this lockdown -  they are equally committed to providing opportunities for them to come 

together, talk, feel safe and enjoy academy life once more. 

 

Our mental health and wellbeing offer continues to be a strength of our school and this means that we have 

also plans in place for healthy eating, exercise, time to talk and support with learning so that all pupils meet 

success and feel able to make a strong contribution to the academy. We know that some pupils and adults 

have struggled recently and we hope that we have been supportive and helpful whilst being apart. When we 

come together, we will ensure that we treat each other with respect and tolerance and be mindful of the mixed 

feelings and emotions of all in school. Again, conversations at home about pupils’ own feelings and how others 

may be feeling will all help us reconnect in the most positive of ways. 

 

There is much in the media about ‘catch up’ or ‘recovery’ curriculums and some pupils may be feeling that they 

have missed out on learning or will be behind. I would like to reassure every family that we have strategies in 

place to ensure that all our pupils leave with an excellent education but in the interests of transparency, I 

would like to give some examples at this point of the support and adjustments in place to mitigate feelings of 

‘falling behind’. We have and will continue to: 

 

● Have an comprehensive online offer  

● Redesign our curriculum so that pupils meet content and feel successful, planned lessons and 

sequences of lessons take into account starting points and move pupils to where they need to be 

quickly  

● Provide excellent CPD for all staff so that lessons and sequences of lessons are skilfully planned and 

enable rapid progression 

● Have systems to monitor completion of work - the way our remote offer was designed means we 

already know what pupils don’t know - this means we do not need to test them as they walk through the 

door but can teach them the building blocks they need and again, move them on quickly. Our staff are 

skilled at this 

● Have online work which pupils can access themselves to ensure they feel as prepared as possible - if 

your child has not engaged strongly with the remote learning, then some encouragement around 

completing work set from now will make a huge difference and will help them take responsibility for 

their own learning and enable them to feel confident back in the classroom. This is especially important 

for Y11 as they will soon be moving on to their next stage of learning 

● Have processes for identifying gaps in pupils’ knowledge and skills and lots of resources and expert 

staff who have and can design programmes to tackle these  

● Have an academic mentoring team who provide smaller group tuition in English and Maths - we have 

also further strengthened this with two Science academic mentors who are currently working with Y11 

pupils 

● Have an excellent extra curricular offer including PE, the Arts, Music, Dance, Drama, IT, reading clubs 

etc so that pupils can enjoy their passions 

● Provide Years 10 and 11 with bespoke sequences of lessons and interventions so that their outcomes 

are as strong as possible 

● Adapt some qualifications for Year 10 so that they are well placed for 2022 



● Ensure our reading curriculum is a focus for Years 7 and 8  - their reading classes have been well 

resourced and the most important factor in attainment or progress is the ability to read fluently, 

confidently and meet lots of vocabulary  

● Have an options programme in place for Y9 and again, support with learning and a wide range of 

leadership opportunities to help them  

 

From Monday the 8th of March, the initial testing and subsequent re-opening will look like this: 

 

Monday 8th March Tuesday 9th March Wednesday 10th 
March 

Thursday 11th 
March 

Friday 12th March 

Year 11 initial 
testing only 

Year 11 return to 
school from this 
date forward and in 
lessons as normal 

Year 10 return to 
school from this 
date forward and in 
lessons as normal 

Year 8 initial testing Year 8 return to 
school from this 
date forward and in 
lessons as normal  

Y10 initial testing Y11 retesting  Y10 retesting 

 

Monday 15th March Tuesday 16th 
March 

Wednesday 17th 
March 

Thursday 18th 
March 

Friday 19th March 

Year 8 retested Year 9 initial testing Year 9 return to 
school from this 
date forward and in 
lessons as normal 

Year 7 return to 
school from this 
date forward and in 
lessons as normal 

Year 7 retested 

 Year 7 initial testing Year 9 retesting  

 

You and your child/ren will receive an invitation for an hourly slot on the day of their initial test. They will be 

able to wait for their test results and speak to members of staff. Following a negative result, they will be able to 

join school the following day - further testing will be done whilst pupils are already in the academy in a similar 

way. Our testing centre will be running at full capacity and is able to process a year group a day however the 

window for retesting means that we cannot simply test one year group per day. The schedule takes into 

account the window for retesting as well as initial tests. Pupils will be tested a third time and the government 

announced plans for a further two tests to be administered at home. 

 

Parents and carers of children who are ECV will be contacted on an individual basis regarding their education 

and provision until such time as they can return to school. 

 

As usual, free breakfast will be available from 8:30 for those pupils back in school.  

 

We hope that we have given you the information that you need at this point but if you have any questions or 

concerns then please do let us know.  Pupils will be expected to wear full school uniform on the day of their 

initial test and will be required to have full equipment including bag and planner from the day of their return to 

school. We know that children grow and also that there have been significant financial pressures over the last 

few months so if you have any issues with uniform or equipment, please get in touch with your child’s pastoral 

team this week in either your weekly check in or using the email addresses below: 

 

Year 7 Team: noma-headofyear7@coopacademies.co.uk 

Year 8 Team: noma-headofyear8@coopacademies.co.uk 

Year 9 Team: noma-headofyear9@coopacademies.co.uk 

Year 10 Team: noma-headofyear10@coopacademies.co.uk 

Year 11 Team: noma-headofyear11@coopacademies.co.uk   

 

mailto:noma-headofyear7@coopacademies.co.uk
mailto:noma-headofyear8@coopacademies.co.uk
mailto:noma-headofyear9@coopacademies.co.uk
mailto:noma-headofyear10@coopacademies.co.uk
mailto:noma-headofyear11@coopacademies.co.uk


The full schedule for return, follow up testing, school bus, travel and other key information will be with you on 

Friday of this week so please do look out for this - there will be a further ParentMail letter and information on 

our website and social media.  

 

We look forward to welcoming our much missed pupils back to school. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Sharon Hands 

 


