
 

 

 
 
 
 
11th January 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

We know that communication is really important, especially in these changing times. We cannot 

thank our families enough for the support they are continuing to provide and please be assured 

that staff, both teaching and associate, are working incredibly hard to support your children during 

this period. We try to be open and transparent with our parents and carers and to provide the 

fullest and most accurate information we can and so I am writing therefore, to keep you informed 

about what to expect over the next couple of weeks. Reminder we have Y10 Parents’ Evening on 

14th January and we will hold this remotely, ParentMails will go out to parents along with 

information of how to join using School cloud - we have a very successful Y11 Parents’ evening 

last term and the Y10 will, I’m sure be equally as successful. 

 

Testing 

As you will be aware, the government is introducing lateral flow testing for staff and pupils. There 

is a separate document outlining the testing programme at Co-op North Manchester. Essentially, 

we will be offering testing to all our staff and pupils. Testing is not compulsory, but we do 

encourage all our parents and carers to provide consent as we work together to try to slow 

transmissions rates. A further, much more detailed letter has been drafted and once we are 

absolutely confident in the set up, administration and roll out of our specific programme, we will 

send this out to you midweek along with registration and consent forms. 

 

Y10 & Y11 BTEC 

Those parents of pupils in Years 10 and 11 of children due to sit BTEC exams in February can 

also expect a separate letter early next week about our plans for BTECs. In advance on this and 

because we know that pupils will be keen to know and prepare, we do intend to continue with the 

plans for these exams. This is because we deeply understand that pupils were ready to sit these 

exams and to have to return to the external components at a much later date would disadvantage 

them. We have assessed pupils’ ‘readiness’ and put together a comprehensive ‘live teaching’ 

package to keep pupils’ motivation and knowledge up. Year 10 pupils of course have resit 

opportunities and we are assured at this point that Y11 sitting the exams, will not be 

disadvantaged should things change in terms of assessment by the exams boards in the future. 

 

Remote and online learning 

From today - Monday 11th January - all pupils will be able to follow their usual school timetables 

for online and remote learning. Lessons will be scheduled by each class teacher to ‘go live’ at the 

start of lessons and each lesson’s work will have - for all pupils to complete - a knowledge check 

which must be ‘submitted’ by your child(ren). Each day each teacher will complete a sheet which 

tells us which pupils have submitted each lesson’s work. Your child must click to ‘submit’ the work 



 

 

for it to be recorded as submitted - there are video tutorials we have made and these your child 

can access through their email. We can then keep you informed with a daily Parent Mail message 

which will let you know how much work your child has completed. Pupils will have 5 hours of work 

set each day (except when they would have Core PE). We also post daily exercise challenges via 

Twitter at @CoopAcademyNM and expect pupils to complete 30 minutes of reading each day. If 

your child needs a reading book at home, please mention this to your child’s pastoral team during 

your check-in call this week and we can provide one. 

 

During the last lockdown, we were one of the few schools that live streamed lessons and we are 

planning to restart these in the very near future. We are mindful that some families would require 

multiple devices and so again, we are timetabling initially for the live stream offer to be year group 

specific each hour. 

 

Work Completion 

Our pupils are living in extraordinary times and although much is made in the media of the heroic 

work of lots of different groups of people, I’m reminded that the young people of today are doing 

incredibly well with isolation, restrictions, the loss of the usual, the familiar and of much social 

experience. We can only communicate how proud we are of our pupils and we make the point that 

all learning is an opportunity, no piece of work or song learned or picture sketched is ever wasted 

or ‘pointless’. Y11 pupils in particular are reminded that their attitude to work and their submission 

rates - each piece of work - are really important. We expect all pupils to complete all their work 

each day and if you as a parent or carer are struggling or feel you need support in order for your 

child to engage fully, then again, do let us know via the year teams. Assemblies and form time will 

be available to provide that morning routine and all pupils should ‘attend’ this each morning to 

register themselves and get ready for learning. 

 

Laptop / Devices / WiFi 

Last March, we worked to ensure all our households had a device and WiFi access. We updated 

our records to include Y7 since September and have provided over 300 devices to enable all our 

families to be able to access online content. We are having some requests for further devices and 

so as the pastoral teams make their checks this week, we have asked them that if you request a 

laptop to check previous records and then work to provide one. The DfE are due to release more 

laptops and we will prioritise them for families with multiple children once all households who 

require it, have one device. 

 

Key worker / Vulnerable pupils provision 

Contrary to much media output, schools have never fully closed and we remain open for 

keyworker and vulnerable pupils. Pupils should work at home wherever possible to reduce the 

numbers in school but provision is available for those who need it. Please complete the previous 

survey or contact school if your child needs a place on a given day. 

 

 



 

 

Free School Meals 

All schools in the Co-op Academies Trust will be using the National Edenred scheme for FSM 

vouchers. These can be redeemed in many supermarkets and if your child is eligible, we will be in 

touch regarding distribution and delivery. If ever you need food for your family, please just contact 

school via school enquiries and we will help. 

 

...and finally 

We know what pressure the current climate brings and how difficult it can be. As a school 

community, we are desperate to have the whole school back together however at the moment, we 

must do all we can to keep ourselves and each other as safe as possible. When we re-open, we 

need to be able to do this safely and we thank you for your continued support. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Sharon Hands 

Head of School 
 


