
19th November 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope this letter finds you safe and well, I wanted to write at this time to keep communication 
open as possible between yourselves and the academy. 
 
We continue to be really proud of our pupils and their commitment to their learning and to 
keeping everyone safe. We are having to remind some pupils to replace their masks so if I 
could ask that as part of your routines with your children that you check that as well as their 
full uniform, homework etc, they are also bringing a mask to school, thank you. 
 
We are delighted to introduce Mr Kevin Hardy as your new parent governor, we welcome 
him to our governing body and look forward to successful ventures going forward.  We had 
our Parent Forum yesterday with both Mrs Fiddler and Mr Hardy hosting so thank you very 
much for attending. 
 
This week is both Road Safety Week and Anti-Bullying week. We take both of these issues 
very seriously as an academy. In terms of anti-bullying, your child will take part in a range of 
activities designed to raise awareness and also have more education around how to 
recognise it, stop it, report it and to support anti-bullying measures in school. As ever, if you 
have any concerns around bullying, then do please get in touch. We have a strong track 
record of dealing with bullying and also of training pupils and embedding in our school 
culture a respect for others and a commitment to doing the right thing. In a few weeks, each 
year bubble (instead of the whole year sadly) will publish their charter so do keep your eyes 
out for your child’s contribution on our social media. 
 
Those parents that use the side car park of an evening will know that over half term we have 
introduced some extra safety measures - we have barriers to signal and to guide Y7 pupils 
safely out of their exit and away from traffic, we have installed a zebra crossing and invested 
in some signage - if you do use this gated access space, then please do be very mindful of 
pupils, many of whom wear dark clothing - especially in winter time.  We support the local 
community who have also campaigned on Lightbowne Rd for safer crossing there and 
currently the school council are working with the highways agency around safer road 
crossing from the bus stop opposite the school access road as well as looking at some 
solutions for the back gate congestion. It would be helpful if parents did not park near the 
corner turning as this blocks access for pupils to walk on the pavement safely. 
 
Please remember we are cashless as a school - all monies for lunchtime, future trips etc 
need to be paid through the ParentMail app. 
 
This week, we have a number of staff and pupils having to self isolate as is the case across 
the country - we can only say that we really appreciate the support from parents - we always 
want our pupils in school but we do have to follow government guidance. We know our risk 
assessments work but we do understand, especially for the parents of KS4 pupils, those in 
years 10 and 11 in particular that it is a concern around exams. 
 
We are active in terms of assessment, gradings, examinations and we will be enabling Y11 
to practise some GCSE English Language, Maths and Science papers in December before 
their mocks in 2021 and then real their exams - this will help them to practise exam skills and 
to build their confidence. These grades will not be used to inform predictions about 



future performance and please do emphasise this to your child as Y11 have seen previous 
Y11s go through a very difficult grading period in summer 2020. 
 
When we re-opened initially in September, we requested that pupils arrive between 8am and 
8:30am and we had no issues at all - all parents were very supportive and this enabled us to 
open safely and ensure a strong start to the day. Because of our new supervision rotas, it is 
more important than ever that this remains the case. Pupils must arrive please by 8:30 and 
use their arrows to enter their year bubble for breakfast.   
 
Behaviour continues to be a strength of the academy and we are proud of all our pupils who 
get it right day in and day out. We have the highest expectations of conduct and 
expectations both inside lessons and around the academy.  Year bubbles and separate 
social spaces have really helped the academy be a calm and purposeful place to be and 
work. We cannot thank you and your child enough for taking this seriously and supporting us 
all. 
 
Where our pupils have had a choice and a chance to correct their behaviours and have 
been unsuccessful, their behaviour policy is such that a c3 is given.  Due to the changes to 
our behaviour policy this year, this means that we are contacting parents and ensuring that 
they attend a meeting with a member of the pastoral team.  
 
The purpose of such meetings is to give the pastoral teams an opportunity to raise with 
parents the issues that their child is presenting. Due to the nature of the new ways of 
working within the academy, these meetings will: 
 

● be agreed in advance at a time to suit the needs of both parent and the academy 
● be booked for a 20 minute time slot via ParentMail 
● be conducted via google hangout or on the telephone if a physical meeting is not 

available 
● have specific outcomes in terms of both support for your child and clear expectations 

moving forward 
 
Further remote meetings and calls can be arranged if you have any concerns about your 
child and wish to raise these - we are always here to listen and support.  
 
Please be mindful that appointments for meetings are quite fixed at the minute as the new 
ways of working mean we are all responsible for supervision in year bubbles and cannot 
easily move availability times - if a parent is unable to make the agreed time, then the 
meeting may have to be re-scheduled and the pupil may have to spend a little more time in 
remote learning until the issue can be addressed. 
 
As part of our wellbeing and mental health offer, we have a dedicated counselling service in 
school and open to all pupils - should you or your child feel they would benefit, do get in 
touch via the head of year email. 
 
A final thank you for all your support and contact over the first few weeks of our new term.  
We have some rewards and experiences / prizes ready to help motivate and encourage 
pupils and we hope to have a strong end to November. 
 
 
As ever, please follow us on our social media @CoopAcademyNM. 
 
Take much care 
 
Sharon Hands 
 
 


