
Title Author/s Synopsis 

A Kestrel for a Knave Barry Hines Set in an unspecified mining area in Northern England, the book follows Billy 
Casper, a young working-class boy troubled at home and at school, who finds 
and trains a kestrel whom he names "Kes". 

Lord of the Flies William Golding Lord of the Flies tells the story of a group of young boys who find themselves 
alone on a deserted island. They develop rules and a system of organization, but 
without any adults to serve as a 'civilizing' impulse, the children eventually 
become violent and brutal. 

Undone! Paul Jennings A collection of short stories about children getting themselves into sticky 
situations and finding weird solutions to weirder problems. 

The Lie Tree Frances Hardinge Faith's father has been found dead under mysterious circumstances, and as she 
is searching through his belongings for clues she discovers a strange tree. The 
tree only grows healthy and bears fruit if you whisper a lie to it. The fruit of the 
tree, when eaten, will deliver a hidden truth to the person who consumes it. The 
bigger the lie, the more people who believe it, the bigger the truth that is 
uncovered. 

The Smell of Other People’s 
Houses 

Bonnie-Sue 
Hitchcock 

Alaska, 1970: growing up here is like nowhere else. Ruth wants to be 
remembered by her grieving mother. Dora wishes she was invisible to her 
abusive father. Alyce is staying at home to please her parents. Hank is running 
away for the sake of his brothers. Four very different lives are about to become 
entangled. Because if we don't save each other, how can we begin to save 
ourselves? 

Liccle Bit  Alex Wheatle  What’s worse than hiding a secret?  Liccle Bit’s about to find out… Venetia King 
is the hottest girl at school.  Too bad Lemar is the second shortest guy in his 
year.  Everyone calls him Liccle Bit, and his two best friends, McKay and Jonah, 
never tire of telling him he has no chance with girls.  Things aren’t much better at 
home.  His mum is permanently hassled, his sister a frustrated single mum and 
his dad moved out years ago.  Liccle Bit wishes he could do something – 
anything – to make life better.  A new phone would be a start… 
 

Noughts and Crosses series Malorie Blackman Two young people are forces to make a stand in this this thought provoking 
series. Sephy is a Cross – a member of the dark skinned ruling class.  Callum is 
Nought – a ‘colourless’ member of the underclass who were once slaves to the 
Crosses.  
 



The Dark is Rising Susan Cooper It is Midwinter's Eve, the night before Will's eleventh birthday. But there is an 
atmosphere of fear in the familiar countryside around him. Will is about to make a 
shocking discovery - that he is the last person to be born with the power of the 
Old Ones, and as a guardian of the Light he must begin a dangerous journey to 
vanquish the terrifyingly evil magic of the Dark. 

The Boy at the Back of the 
Class 

Onjali Q Rauf This is the story about how one ordinary nine-year-old child and three classmates 
are full of empathy for Ahmet, a boy that comes to their school as a refugee from 
Syria (he is the boy at the back of the class). Through their sensitivity, curiosity, 
ingenuity, bravery and innocent niceness, they make a massive impact on 
Ahmet’s life, friends, class, school, community and wider world. 

 


