
Title Author/s Synopsis 

The Time Machine H. G. Wells The story follows a Victorian scientist, who claims that he has 
invented a device that enables him to travel through time, and has 
visited the future, arriving in the year 802,701 in what had once been London. 
 
 

The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde  Enthralled by his own exquisite portrait, Dorian Gray exchanges his soul 
for eternal youth and beauty. Influenced by his friend Lord Henry Wotton, 
he is drawn into a corrupt double life; indulging his desires in secret while 
remaining a gentleman in the eyes of polite society. 
 

The Winter of Our Discontent John Steinbeck The Winter of Our Discontent is the story of Ethan Allen Hawley, a member of a 
once great family turned broke. Ethan, an honest man, spends his days reliving 
the old days of family glory, while working as a grocery clerk in a store his family 
once owned. Ethan struggles to remain an honest man when he is faced with 
temptation. 
 

Indigo Donut Patrice Lawrence Seventeen-year-old Indigo has had a tough start in life, having grown up in the 
care system after her dad killed her mum. Bailey lives with his parents in 
Hackney and spends all his time playing guitar or tending to his luscious ginger 
afro. When Indigo and Bailey meet at sixth form, sparks fly. But when Bailey 
becomes the target of a homeless man who seems to know more about Indigo 
than is normal, Bailey is forced to make a choice he should never have to make. 
 

The Quiet at the End of the 
World 

Lauren James A post-apocalyptic novel with a twist, The Quiet at the End of the World spins a 
compassionate tale of two young survivors in a rapidly ageing society. 
Thoughtful, tender and engrossing, James's intelligent, crafted prose evokes a 
brilliantly realised future world. 
 

The Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night-time 

Mark Haddon Christopher Boon, a mathematically gifted boy of fifteen with Asperger's 
syndrome, sees a dog lying on the grass in front of his neighbour’s house with a 
pitchfork sticking out of it. The dog is dead. He goes over to hug the dog and 
soon the neighbour, Mrs Shears, emerges from her house, screaming. She thinks 
Christopher has killed the dog. 
 



Speak Laurie Halse 
Anderson 

Melinda Sordino begins her freshman year at Merryweather High School in 
Syracuse, New York, with a heavy secret weighing on her. Over the summer, she 
and her friends went to a party and Melinda ended up calling the police, causing 
her friends and everyone at the party to socially reject her. Melinda's only friend is 
Heather, a new student, who tries to get Melinda involved in her schemes to gain 
popularity. 
 

A Note of Madness Tabitha Suzuma Life as a student is good for Flynn. As one of the top pianists at the Royal College 
of Music, he has been put forward for an important concert, the opportunity of a 
lifetime. But beneath the surface, things are changing. On a good day he feels full 
of energy and life, but on a bad day being alive is worse than being dead. 
Sometimes things can only get worse before they get better. 
 

The Black Flamingo Dean Atta This is the story of Michael who is coming to terms with his identity as a mixed-
race gay teenager.  When he goes to University, he finds his voice as a drag 
artist.  Written in verse, this is a powerful coming-of-age story exploring themes of 
identity, race and sexuality. 

 
Anita and Me  Meera Syal  Anita and Me, which has been compared to To Kill a Mockingbird, tells the story 

of Meena, the daughter of the only Punjabi family in the British village of 
Tollington. The novel follows nine-year-old Meena through a year spiced with 
pilfered sweets and money, bad words, and compulsive, yet inventive, lies. Anita 
and Me offers a fresh, sassy look at a childhood caught between two cultures.   
 

The Chaos Walking series Patrick Ness  On a "New World" where all men can hear each other's thoughts — but women 
remain private — Todd and Viola are pursued by power-hungry Prentiss and mad 
minister Aaron as they search for answers about their colony's true past, and 
seek a way to warn a ship bringing settlers from the Old World. 
 

 


