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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 
The end of the year has arrived and what a wonderful year it has been for 
our Academy. This newsletter captures only some of the many varied 
events that have taken place across the Academy over this last term. Pupils 
have had the opportunity to be involved in a range of different activities, 
have developed new skills and have had many positive experiences. 
 
It has been a real pleasure to be able to celebrate the achievements of so 
many pupils this academic year. This week has seen our Academy                         
community come  together to celebrate our pupils' sporting, academic 
and musical talents and I have once again been amazed by our collective  
successes and talents and pupils' willingness to get involved in the life of 
the school. I am also incredibly grateful to the commitment of our staff who 
give tirelessly of both their time and their expertise in order that pupils can 
have so many opportunities.  
 
Over the course of the year, I have been particularly proud of our pupils 
who lead in different areas across the Academy. Our pupils campaigned 
for the end to  period poverty, making sanitary products available to all 
who need them, for free. They have led parent/carer sessions to raise 
awareness of issues such as e-safety and anti-bullying, have provided       
interpretation support for each other and have also led sporting activities 
during lunchtimes throughout the year. The work of our Academy            
leadership teams was noted through their recent MEN School Award which 
was awarded to our pupils as the 'stand out' student team across the       
entire Greater Manchester area! This is such a testament to their hard work 
and commitment to make a real difference to both the Academy and our 
local community.  
 
At the end of the academic year, we inevitably say goodbye to some pupils 
and some staff. I wish all the staff who are leaving the Academy every     
happiness and success in their future careers be that here or abroad. I 
would like to take this opportunity to wish Miss Senger-Jones every        
happiness as she begins her retirement. She has worked at the school and 
the predecessor school for many years, always insisting on the highest     
expectations of all our pupils and I know that she is going to be very sadly 
missed. We hope that she enjoys her retirement and that she enjoys 
spending more time with her family and travelling to new places. 
 
It has been a memorable year for the Academy. Achieving a good       
judgement from Ofsted was wonderful, but in particular, the comments 
about the school within the report made me feel an enormous sense of 
pride to be a part of this Academy and this community. I do hope that you 
enjoy reading the newsletter as much as I have.  
 

 



Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 
Each pupil has received a curriculum pack with activities within it that they 
will need to complete and bring back on their return from the holiday          
period, so please look out for them bringing this home. In addition, a letter 
containing key information for the new academic year, along with other key 
information has been posted home to you outlining the time that each year 
group is due to start back on Wednesday September 4th 2019 . Please do 
check the website if you have not received a copy of the letter, as it is               
available to view on there.  
 
Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish you a very happy and safe           
holiday period. We have reminded our pupils of the work that we have 
done this year so that they can continue to keep themselves safe over the 
holiday period. May you and your family make some lasting memories          
together this holiday and I look forward to welcoming you all back in     
September. 

 



First Aid training in latest Voice Box 
We completed some First Aid training in our latest student Voice Box. 

Eloise, Lydia, Dominik and Maddison were able to learn about organ donation and 
basic First Aid in their latest session. They also found out about the 2019 Healthy 
Schools Challenge; 

How do you celebrate diversity and create an                 
inclusive school? 

Voice Box is run by Manchester Healthy Schools. 
Pupils unite with other local schools to discuss,        
debate and present important matters all related 
to PSHE and Citizenship topics. This encourages 
students to use their voices in meaningful and               
effective ways. The goal is to increase                               
participation and engagement to ensure that 
young people in Manchester have the ability to 
influence strategic decision making in the city! 

 

 

Manchester United Foundation  
We work in collaboration with the Manchester United Foundation, which provides 
many opportunities for our young people. The Foundation uses the passion for                       
Manchester United to engage, inspire and unite young people by delivering                            
educational programmes and opportunities to change lives for the better. 

It was great to see so many 
of our pupils volunteering to 
support our primary                           
programme over the Easter 
break! The fun-filled holiday 
club was run by the             
Foundation and our primary 
visitors had a wonderful 
time. They participated in a 
bunch of indoor and                       
outdoor activities and even 
got a special treat meeting 
an MUFC legend. This was a 
wonderful example of pupils succeeding together and showcasing our Co-op values. 

 

www.mufoundation.org/ 

https://www.manchesterhealthyschools.nhs.uk/
http://www.mufoundation.org/


UKMT 2019 

A big well done to our Year 7 pupils 
who took part in the 2019 UK                          
Mathematics Trust Challenge (UKMT). 
This is the UK’s most popular Maths 
competition with 280,000 students 
taking part.  

This year saw pupils securing                            
certificates across all prize categories 
and demonstrating their skills of   
problem solving. 

The Maths Department said:                                
“We are hugely proud of the pupils’ 
achievements. Additional clubs that we have on such as the problem solving breakfast 
club have been very well attended, and it’s fantastic to see our pupils’ love for Maths 
being developed. We look forward to seeing even more success in the future.” 

North Manchester Junior Challenge 

April 30th was the finale of our Junior Challenge 
Programme. 

We’re thrilled to have welcomed KS2 pupils into 
our Academy for an exciting 12 week competition. 
Primaries from the local area were invited to take 
part in this unique experience. They accessed key 
core subjects including Maths, English and                   
Science in a fun and challenging way to get a taste 
for what secondary school is like. 

April 30th was the final session with our Year 5 
and 6 visitors. They’ve had a wonderful time                    
experiencing life here with us and we’re thrilled to 
see how much they’ve grown in confidence over 
the past 12 weeks. 



Dance workshops with Company Chameleon  
Following the success of the Chameleon collaboration 
with other local Co-op Academies last year, we were             
delighted to be involved further with the dance company 
this year.  

Company Chameleon started in the mid 1990’s by two 
young individuals with a shared passion for dance. They 
trained with the Northern School of                                
Contemporary Dance before going on to work with 
some of the world’s most innovative dancers and                     
choreographers.  

The pair now dance alongside a cohort of professional dancers within their successful 
company, touring globally and providing dance classes internationally. It’s a fantastic 
privilege to welcome them into our school and have them providing contemporary 
workshops for our Year 8’s. We saw some brilliant creativity from our Year 8 dancers 
and they had a fantastic time. 

They created a dance 
piece based on the                  
Ways of Being Co-op: 

 Do what matters 
most 

 Be yourself, always 
 Show you care 
 Succeed together 
 
This was a great opportunity for our young people and we were very proud see them 
perform at Manchester Conference Centre and the Co-op’s Head Office! 

 

‘We make original,                       

inspiring dance theatre in 

Manchester, and                    

perform across the UK 

and the world’                            

- Company Chameleon 

Year 7 Reward Shop  

Year 7 have been spending their                            
Achievement Points at the Reward Shop! 
There’s all sorts of treats and gifts available to 
be bought every Thursday lunch time. This is 
a well done for all the hard work and positive 
attitudes that pupils show every day. 

Don’t forget to visit Bridgewater FLZ                                 
every Thursday lunch time to spend your 
points! 



Mental Health Awareness Week 
In light of Mental Health Awareness Week, we had a 
range of activities to get involved with. Our Anti-
Bullying Ambassadors did a great job leading                        
assemblies and talking about the importance of                 
looking after our mental health and how pupils can 
go about achieving this, by providing tips on how to 
look after themselves. This years campaign was 
#BeBodyKind and focused on body image and how 
we think and feel about our bodies.  

We also know how exam pressure can be difficult 
during GCSE season, so we hosted a range of                       
activities to help recharge: 

 Sports 
 Smoothie making 
 Cinema 
 Gardening 
 Yoga & Mindfulness 
 Arts & Crafts 
 
The Academy has a range of supportive mechanisms for pupils and if you would like 
any further details on these, please do contact your child’s Head of Year or Associate 
Head of Year. 

Why ME? 

Year 10 have been working with video production company FreshRB on the Silent                     
Elephant Project. This film workshop helps raise awareness of marginalised health      
issues that affect our communities. Through creative and interactive projects, they give 
these life-long conditions a platform.  

They created a fictional story to raise            
awareness of Myalgic Encephalomyelitis 
(ME) and help get this rarely discussed 
health issue a stronger public platform! The 
video produced is fantastic and reached 
over 1.5k views in just a week after the                            
release. We’re very proud of the passion 
and talents showed amongst our pupils in 
the creation of this film. 

www.youtube.com/watch?

https://www.freshrb.com/
https://www.freshrb.com/sep-workshops
https://www.freshrb.com/sep-workshops


Co-op AGM 2019 

We had a fantastic day at the Co-op’s annual general meeting on Saturday 18th May! 
During the AGM, members were welcomed to share views and vote in the Members’ 
Council elections.  

Our pupils put on a fantastic drumming performance in 
the marketplace and received lot’s of praise for their                   
talents! They networked with a range of pupils and staff                  
including the Director of the Trust, Frank Norris and     
left with plenty of goodies.   

Parent and Carer Forums 

We always enjoy welcoming parents and carers into school for our termly forums. It’s a 
great time for us to hear your opinions and thoughts on Academy life and to get to 
know you better. It has been a real pleasure to engage our parents/carers in a range of 
different activities throughout this term. These sessions have provided us with the                        
opportunity to share the excellent work that is happening across the school, enable our 
student leaders to share their work and to                   
obtain your feedback. 

Over the course of the year parents have been 
involved in Anti-Bullying workshops, Digital 
Awareness, E-Safety, and even a key stage 3 
Maths Course. Our recent forum focused on 
the launch of our new ParentMail app which 
we are thrilled to introduce to you! 

Dates for our 2019/2020 forums will be shared 
with you shortly.  

 

 

 

“Students from North                       
Manchester did a great 

job of entertaining      
members post AGM!”                                          

-Trust employee 



Line of Change  

23rd May was our Line of Change 
Challenge and we’re so proud of our 
pupils for their hard work raising              
money for Just a Drop. Just a Drop is a 
charity that we are proud to support 
through a variety of campaigns 
throughout the year. With 844 million 
people globally lacking access to safe 
water, this poor sanitation makes it 
very hard for communities to escape 
poverty.  

We held a competition to see which year group could collect the most change and 
create the longest line in the courtyard! A huge well done to Year 7 who were our 
champions on the day. Their line stretched all the way to the opposite side of the 
courtyard and it didn’t stop there! We had plenty of coins still left over and no room to 
carry on. 

Well done to all year groups for the hard work shown in raising money for this                       
important cause.  

Made in Manchester 

On June 10th our pupils attended the launch of Made in Manchester at Manchester 
Central. Made in Manchester is a multilingual collaborative poem that is written in 64 
languages by local people ranging from students to poets! 

Omotolani in Year 10 and Diva in Year 9 have even had their lines incorporated into 
the poem and have starring roles in the YouTube video. Other students created                    
artwork for sculptures that are displayed in the children’s section of the Central Library. 

We’re so proud of our pupils for being 
fantastic ambassadors for our Academy,               
community and languages as a whole. 
The poem is going to be worked on                       
further before being displayed in a new 
poetry space launching in Manchester 
next year! It’s been a fantastic experience 
for our students to celebrate our city’s     
incredible cultural diversity. Check out 
the video: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=_xylJAYrEpY 

https://www.justadrop.org/


The Prince’s Teaching Institute Award  

We are delighted to announce that we’ve 
been awarded The PTI Mark 2019 for  
teaching and learning by the Prince’s 
Teaching Institute. 

This programme is a peer network for 
school leaders to share experiences and 
embark on research projects. Schools are 
encouraged to explore possibilities, refresh 
their thinking and focus the whole-school 
leadership strategy around what really  
matters: Teaching and Learning. 

Our own leadership project started in 
2015/16 with a goal to improve the quality 
of teaching and learning. By putting                   
teaching and learning at the heart of                    
everything we do at the Academy, we are 
aiming for the best possible outcomes for 
all children. 

In order to be awarded the PTI Mark 2019, the Academy 
demonstrated consistency over previous years in          
implementing and maintaining this approach to                      
teaching. The Academy explored best practice in                   
coaching, lesson study and the use of IRIS to enhance 
teachers’ subject knowledge and classroom practice. 

A culture and vision for excellence in Teaching and 
Learning is now embedded within the Academy. The 
Academy is committed to continuously improving all                
aspects of Teaching and Learning and we are                                

developing objectives and milestones for the upcoming academic year and look                    
forward to working closely with the PTI in the future. 

 

Year 7 were busy planting sunflower seeds in the                        
courtyard just in time for World Environment Day!  
Pupils signed and labelled the pots so we can see 
who wins the competition with the tallest growing                   
sunflower.  

“I am delighted that the 
Academy has been 

awarded this Mark in 
recognition of the                  

dedicated leadership of 
teaching and learning 

across the school.”                               
-Principal, Mrs Smith  

https://www.ptieducation.org/what-we-do/schools-leadership-programme
https://www.ptieducation.org/what-we-do/schools-leadership-programme


Building a race car and rail circuit  

We are preparing to compete against 
other schools by building an F24 race 
car as part of the Greenpower Car 
Challenge. Pupils loved the experience 
and are even showing interest in                        
engineering careers following the 
workshop! 

We also took part in a hands-on                         
workshop with Network Rail staff who 
helped us design a signal circuit that is 
used in UK rail systems. This was part of 
a STEM Insight Programme that we 
know will inspire pupils to progress           
into STEM careers. 

It’s great to see how this has raised the aspirations and goals of our students! 

 

Stepping into the world of STEM 

We’re thrilled to                    
announce that               
several of our                 
students have been 
accepted to                        
fantastic work                        
experience                        
placements in the 
STEM industry!  

Tipsuda, Piotr and    
Masroor in Year 11 
will be visiting Arup, 
for a week in July, to                                
experience life in a 
global engineering and design company first hand. Arup are proud to push                                 
boundaries in the STEM sector and our pupils will be working alongside a community 
of talented people while there. Vlada in Year 10 has also been accepted by Siemens for 
a placement in Motion Control! 

We can’t wait to hear all about their fantastic experiences and how it inspires their                  
future ambitions. 

https://www.arup.com/


Universify Programme  

Four of our Year 10 pupils are                      
celebrating successful applications for 
the Universify Programme this Summer! 

The programme aims to help school                
students feel empowered and excited 
about fulfilling their potential at top                  
universities. 

Omotolani, Vlada, Mikolaji and Zain had 
to fill out very detailed applications for 
this opportunity and are thrilled to be                
accepted. 

They’ll be participating in a 1 week summer school at Somerville College (University of 
Oxford), an Easter residential and monthly coaching sessions with a mentor. We can’t 
wait to hear all about this fantastic experience when they return and hear more about 
how it has inspired them and their future. 

Argentina Pen Pal Scheme  

We’ve set up a pen pal scheme with                   
another school in Argentina! 

The Argentinian school is one supported 
through the Co-op’s Fairtrade                              
Foundation. We’re thrilled for our pupils 
and this opportunity for them to embrace 
a culture and experience beyond their 
own. 

We’re excited to create a long lasting                    
relationship with the school and see the 
way this experience will expand pupils’ languages and writing skills. Our pupils                             
received their letters recently and have been writing responses back during                      
lessons! 

Check out the clip below that tells more of the school’s relationship with the Co-op and 
the effects of Fairtrade on the community. 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=JG-57AIdPVk&feature=youtu.be 

https://universifyeducation.com/


World Environment Day  

On June 3rd we celebrated World                                          
Environmental Day in the Academy! Our Year 7 
Eco Leaders did a fantastic job at leading                        
assemblies to tell us about the importance of 
looking after our planet. 

This year’s theme is #BeatAirPollution and we 
had a range of activities going on all week to 
help learn more about the causes and                             
prevention of pollution. 

In our Geography lessons we had workshops 
that focused on fast fashion, food production 
and learnt some shocking facts about plastic use. 

For example, did you know? 

1. At least 8 million tons of plastic enter the 
oceans each year. (That’s similar to emptying 
a garbage truck of plastic into an ocean every 
minute). 

2. There is more micro-plastic in the ocean than 
there are stars in the Milky Way. 

3. 322 million tons of plastic were produced in 2015 - the same weight as 900 Empire 
State Buildings. (Which is made of granite and steel). 

4. More than 50% of sea turtles have consumed plastic. 
5. The average U.S citizen consumes 167 plastic water bottles each year - but recycles 

just 25% of them. 
 
In light of these statistics, we decided to take pledges on how we’re going to take                    
better care of the environment and show we care: 

Mrs Jobanputra is going to “use loose 
tea rather than tea bags”  and “use                    
re-useable bags when shopping” 

Victor in Year 7 pledges to “try my 
hardest to not use plastic bottles, but 
instead carry around a bottle that can 
be used over and over again” 

Miss Kingley is going “to recycle more 
paper in school” 

Deiron says, “I am going to reduce my meat 
intake by purchasing environmentally 
friendly foods, especially from the canteen” 

https://www.worldenvironmentday.global/
https://www.worldenvironmentday.global/
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23BeatAirPollution&src=typd


Outstanding Open Day 

Thursday 20th June saw an outstanding Open Evening 
where the Academy opened up its doors to welcome in 
local residents, families and many from our community. It 
was a fantastic opportunity to showcase what our school 
has to offer and we were thrilled to have record numbers 
visiting us! 

Our visitors got to see for themselves what makes our 
Academy such a special place to be and learn in. We had 
a primary football competition and inflatable football 
hosted by the Manchester United Foundation. Guests 
enjoyed touring the different departments, taking part in 
a range of activities, speaking to our staff and                               
experiencing our amazing facilities.  Our pupils were 
great ambassadors for the school in helping our guests 
feel welcome. We had musical entertainment, a free BBQ 
and even ice cream served from a Tuk Tuk! 

Our next Open Evening will take place on September 
26th this year and we look forward to welcoming even 
more families to our Academy then! 

Ready... Set... READ 

June 17th-21st was the Manchester Readathon! We 
joined 100 other Manchester schools in a race to see 
how many hours of reading we could total in school. 

We’re thrilled to announce that with a target of 100 
hours we managed to complete a grand total of 330 
hours! 

Why not join us in picking up a book and seeing how 
many hours you can complete?  

https://readforgood.org/manchester/


Year 10’s week in the world of work 

The Academy has always been              
committed to providing our pupils 
with an excellent careers education 
and are proud to provide pupils with 
different experiences in each year 
group, many of which are possible 
due the links we have with the Trust 
and its sponsor, the Co-op.  

This term our Year 10 pupils had the 
opportunity to experience a week in 
the world of work. Work experience 
is a fantastic way to gain real life                
experience within a particular sector 
or role. Pupils worked in many different sectors with a range of different employers 
across Manchester, including employees at 1 Angel Square. One pupil even got to 
spend time shadowing the Director of the Trust, Frank Norris!  

Pupils were commended for their integrity, respect, success and application of our   
values. Allowing pupils to experience life in employment has allowed them to gain                    
first-hand knowledge of sectors, speak to employers and understand the various routes 
of further education and training whilst raising the confidence, self-esteem and                              
aspirations of pupils.  

 

 

“Toni was brilliant during 
her placement! She fit in 
really well with the team 
and is clearly passionate 

about working with young 
people. Definitely should 
pursue a career working 

with children/helping              
others! 10/10.” 

“It has been a                
pleasure to have 

Sameer. He engaged 
in everything he was 
told to do which is  

exactly what we were 
looking for. Overall, 

he was a very                      
determined young   

lad.” lad.” 

“A fabulous work             
experience student– 

and I have had quite a 
few! Got really stuck 
into the project he 
was given & kept     

focused on it  
throughout the 

week.” 

“Chardonnay was a well 
presented student who 
engaged very well with 

staff and children. Thank 
you for all your hard 

work and you are                     
welcome back                           

anytime!” 



Year 6 Transition Days 

We had a great three days in the Academy welcoming in our new Year 7’s. They                    
settled in fantastically and we look forward to welcoming them permanently in                    
September! They had a wonderful time getting a taste for life here at Co-op Academy 
North Manchester. 

One pupil said: “At first it was 
scary but now I realise it’s fun 
and a very nice place to be.” 

A parent also Tweeted us to 
say: “My daughter had an 
amazing day. I knew this was 
a good school through my 
older children attending and 
today has just confirmed that. 
Thank you for making her feel 
welcome.” 

 

Sports Day Success  
The Academy was united on Monday 16th June for 
our annual Sports Day. We didn’t let the rain spoil a 
fantastic day and both pupils and staff joined forces to 
represent their team.  

We had a blast competing in both indoor and         
outdoor activities from high jump, long jump to shot 
put and javelin as well as distance running and relay 
races. Pupils demonstrated excellent technique and                      
determination as they strived to win gold and take 
their team to victory. 

It was a tremendous event that 
brought us together to               
highlight and celebrate each 
other’s talents. Well done to 
everyone who took part and 
for the team spirit showed by 
those on the side lines! 

Highlights from the day can 
be seen in this clip:  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyqnbSmkaUU 



How are the Co-op improving sustainability? 
Our Geography students got to visit 1 Angel 
Square to learn about the way the Co-op fulfil 
their environmental commitment! 

We toured the building taking in eye-opening 
views of the city centre and applied knowledge 
from lessons to the changing landscape of                   
Manchester. The day was followed with a group 
competition themed around Fairtrade, energy, 
carbon consumption and water consumption. 

Pupils had great reports from the trip: 

“I learnt that mills are part of Manchester’s history and that Angel Square 
monitors how much energy the school uses.” - Umar, Year 7 

“I most enjoyed learning about the history of the Co-op and what they do to 
help the environment and make the world a better place.” - Peace, Year 7 

“I learnt that the design of the building allows natural light in and therefore 
this is better for the environment as it is saving energy.” - Ashlyn, Year 8 

“The trip will allow me to add more detail into my writing as I learnt different 
facts about water usage.” - Isabel, Year 9 

The day enhanced key geographical concepts such as sustainability and climate 
change as well as cross-curricular links from Science. Students will be sharing what 
they learnt back in the classroom as they continue to engage in local and global issues 
impacting our environment! 

We’re transforming the allotment  
Our Thursday Gardening Club is making 
fantastic progress in the allotment area.  
It was in need of a little care and they’ve 
got it looking great in just a few weeks. 
We’ve now got fresh vegetables, fruit 
and herbs growing including                      
pumpkins, strawberries, carrots and   
onions. 

Don’t forget to visit the allotment on 
Thursday 3-4pm if you want to put your 
stamp on our wonderful garden! 



A week of celebrations! 

Our final week in term was a fantastic time to celebrate 
the wonderful achievements of our skilled and talented 
pupils. 

Our Sports Awards Evening was a great night to                  
celebrate the successful sporting achievements of all 
our pupils and award the most valuable and                          
committed team members! Through sport, our pupils 
and staff have learnt and demonstrated our Academy 
values of: Respect, Commitment and Trust. Our pupils 
have shown themselves in the best light and have been fantastic role models both in 
and out of school. While not everyone who takes part in sport will win, sport is so much 
more than winning. It brings people together and brings out the best in people; young 
and old. We also had a special visit from professional boxer, Anthony Crolla, who                 
presented the awards and gave an inspiring speech! 

We held our annual Academic Achievement Awards on Tuesday 16th July. At the end 
of an academic year, we are always encouraged to look back over the last 12 months 
and reflect. Our staff members saw great qualities within our pupils and the way our 
students demonstrate the ‘Ways of Being Co-op’. We were joined by very proud                  
teachers, parents and carers to celebrate the wonderful achievements of pupils in a                    
variety of areas: sustained progress, academic excellence, commitment to our extra-
curricular offer, personal achievements and 100% attendance. 

Thank you to all the family and friends who came to celebrate with us.  

 

Student Council Award 

We’re thrilled to announce we won ‘Team of the Year’ at the 2019 Greater Manchester 
School Awards. 

Thanks to the wonderful work of our Student Council, we were acknowledged for our 
team spirit here at Co-op Academy North               
Manchester. We’re also delighted to celebrate 
the winner of ‘Student Teacher of the Year’, Mr 
Gaffney, who we’re proud to welcome to our 
school in September! 

The 5th annual awards ceremony was held at 
The Hilton in Manchester and it was a                          
wonderful event to join other Manchester 
schools and celebrate our successes. 



ParentMail 

 

 

 

 

 

“I’m a total                       
ParentMail                      

fan and wonder 
how we ever                 

communicated 
without it.” 

“Sometimes it can                                 
be challenging to juggle 
school, work, children,                   
housework and other                        

commitments. Now I know 
what is going on and keep in 
tune with the latest news and 
events at school. This app is                         

a godsend.” 



northmanchester.coopacademies.co.uk    

enquiries@mcmacademy.coop 

0161 681 1592 

300 Victoria Avenue East Blackley, Manchester, M9 7SS 

 

 

 

 


